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Texte en anglais et arabe
Bibliogr. p. 468-490. Index
The written text was a pervasive feature of cultural practices in the medieval Middle East. At the heart of book
circulation stood libraries that experienced a rapid expansion from the twelfth century onwards. While the existence of
these libraries is well known, our knowledge of their content and structure has been very limited as hardly any
medieval Arabic catalogues have been preserved. This book discusses the largest and earliest medieval library of the
Middle East for which we have documentation - the Ashraﬁya library in the very centre of Damascus - and edits its
catalogue. The catalogue shows that even book collections attached to Sunni religious institutions could hold very
diverse titles, including Mu'tazilite theology, Shi'ite prayers, medical handbooks, manuals for traders, stories from the
1001 Nights, and texts extolling wine consumption. At the same time this library catalogue decisively expands our
knowledge of how books were thematically and spatially organised on the shelves of such a large medieval library.
Listing over two thousand books the Ashraﬁya catalogue is essential reading for anybody interested in the cultural and
intellectual history of Arabic societies. Setting it into a comparative perspective with contemporaneous libraries on the
British Isles opens new perspectives for the study of medieval libraries
Caractéristiques physiques : 1 vol. (X-525 pages-56 unnumbered leaves of plates) : ill. en coul. ; 25 cm
ISBN : 9781474408776
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